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  Premiership Notes (2nd Edition) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last Week 
When one of the finest footballers to have graced the field for Old Geelong in the course of its 52 seasons 
pursued the ball 
between the 
forward flank and 
the forward 
pocket, at the 12-
minute mark of 
the final quarter 
last Saturday, the 
OGS were in 
deep trouble. We 
were hanging on 
grimly to the 
five-point lead 
that we had held 
since three-
quarter time, after 
a 20-point half-
time buffer had dissipated like a drop of water in the Namib Desert at lunchtime. 
 
The footballing gods had not exactly smiled on 
us since the Club had played its Second Semi-
Final two weeks previously. In that game, 
crucial ruckman Kris Daff received a facial 
injury which put him out of the Grand Final. 
Club Co-Captain and full back Chris 
Stinchcombe ’s stress fracture of the foot 
sustained in the same game had not come good; 
a half-lap jogged last Thursday at training had 
resulted in him hobbling back into the rooms, 
and re-appearing on crutches some time later. In 
the Grand Final itself another outstanding 
defender, Marty White, was off the ground 
with an ankle injury and gone for the day, half 
way through the first quarter, whilst former captain and a powerhouse of the team, Matthew Goldsworthy, 
departed the scene in much the same fashion just a few minutes later. And then with the tide – and the frees – 
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running against us in the third quarter, ruckman Henry Legoe hobbled from the ground (even more slowly 
than usual) just before the final break, with no chance of returning. 
 
The changes had been rung thick and fast during the afternoon. Now it was Vicko and Cazza into the ruck, 
and full forward Kimpton to full back, and just one vaguely fit player on the bench: the side was giving 
everything, but it appeared it could only just be a matter of time before we would be over-run, to become and 
finish the day but Valiant Losers. 

But then Will Paul gathered 
the ball tight on the 
boundary line, up past our 
left forward flank. The 
match had already been 
noted for the considerable 
inaccuracy and a plethora of 
near-misses on the part of 
both clubs (indeed we were 
to finish the afternoon with 

no less than seven posters). So, statistically, everything was against it when Will’s left-foot shot, on the run, 
from that tightest of angles, sailed cleanly off the boot, swung in and straight through the small gap that 
remained of the middle.   
 
The roar from the grandstand – the number of OGS supporters present on the day was truly terrific and 
doubtless the largest crowd we have had since the 1990 Grand Final – was deafening and uplifting. And 
uplifted the boys were, as we came back minutes later for improbable full-forward Lachie Stevens to take a 
strong mark about 40 metres out and then feed the ball across to Colby O’Brien.  For Colby to run in and 
kick his fourth for the afternoon. Minutes later the tireless Ed Bayles (the spell-check suggested “tiresome”) 
had a chance for the sealer, only to see the ball knock some more paint off the goal post, but the writing was 
on the wall. Time-keeper Dale Fraser (he did both games for the day - the loneliest job in the world) 
indicated that there were just five minutes to go (well, we think that was what his five-finger gesture meant), 
and the final countdown had begun, to Old Geelong’s fifth senior Premiership, and its first for 15 years. 
 
This great, gutsy, fighting win was the culmination to an extraordinary day – earlier the Reserves  had led 
from the start, to take out their premiership, in fairly comfortable but inaccurate fashion, fielding quite 
possibly the 
strongest 
Reserves side 
in the history of 
the Club. And 
in the process 
of taking the 
flag, they 
achieved the 
extraordinary 
feat of having 
gone though 
the season 
undefeated, 
with 20 straight victories, the only side in the VAFA to have done so this year, the only OGS team to have 
done it ever. Captains for the day, Ben Symons  and Cameron Teague, were quite outstanding (if you 
overlook that shot of Symmo for goal – the first recorded case of a French Cut in the history of Australian 
Rules Football), and they were well supported by a totally determined group, right round the ground. 
 
FIRSTS: 2005 GRAND FINAL  

Old Geelong     2.6 5.11 6.13 9.17 (71) d   Rupertswood   1.7   2.9   5.14 6.14 (50)  
Match report from Matt Edmonds, Assistant Coach of the Firsts (and former player, 57 games 1994-8): 
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“After 15 years and two losing Grand 
Finals (in 1993 and 1997), our boys finally 
brought another Premiership Cup back to 
the Oggery with a gritty Grand Final 
victory against Rupertswood. It’s a piece of 
silverware that has been the sole 
footballing focus of all involved at Old 
Geelong since the “Lockman Era” of 
coaching started in 2003. The bulk of the 
playing group from 2003 were present in 
both the Senior and Reserve premiership 
teams on Saturday. To witness the Club 

become stronger, more disciplined and now successful over this time is enormously satisfying. 
 
Two key players who were thankful they could take part in the game were Willy Paul and Matt 
Goldsworthy, as both had a stressful race 
against time to overcome hamstring 
strains. Fortunately by 2.00pm on 
Saturday both were declared fit and in the 
starting 18. The game itself, though, was 
easily our toughest for the year and at 
times just way too close for comfort.  
 
An early first-quarter surge by 
Ruperstwood saw them kick five points in 
a row before we even scored. 
Rupertswood surely will rue that early 
inaccuracy for many years to come. 
(Ironic isn’t it? – last week’s WebNotes 
commented on how extraordinarily 
accurate Rupertswood had been during 
the year, with scores such as a 29-4 on 
one afternoon. – Ed.) A Will Paul goal 
mid-way through the first quarter, after a solid punch out from strongman Mark Vickers -Willis, allowed us 
to steady somewhat. A further, late-first-quarter goal to the elusive and powerful Ed Bayles saw us hold a 

five-point advantage at 
the first change. The 
biggest obstacle we 
had to overcome, 
however, in this 
quarter was the game-
ending ankle injuries 
to key defender Marty 
White and to Matt 
Goldsworthy. Marty 
and Matt had both 
overcome recent 
hamstring strains, and 
to be sidelined within 
the first 25 minutes 
with completely new 
injuries was just 
unbelievably rotten 

luck for them. Goldy in particular had started the game off in great fashion, taking some telling marks and 
providing plenty of drive from his wing.  
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A sensational second quarter from brilliant half-forward 
Colby O’Brien allowed us to stretch the lead to 20-
points at the half. Colby kicked three goals for this term, 
with his third goal from a clever read off the pack and 
classy left-foot finish being the pick of the bunch. The 
play that created this goal was initially started when we 
won the ball from a sensational tackle from irrepressible 
big-man Henry Legoe, way back in Rupertswood 
forward territory. 
 
The opposition kicked two goals early in the third term 
and added a further one late in the quarter. Our single 
goal for the term meant our lead had been cut to a slender five points at the last change. The last term was 
classic finals football, with our boys eventually pulling away from a tiring Rupertswood. Some typical Will 
Paul brilliance provided the first goal of the term. His running, left-foot goal from a tight angle sent the Old 
Geelong supporters into raptures. It was timely and inspirational stuff. Further inspiration was provided 
moments later when Matt Vasey dived full length on the Rupertswood half-forward line to effect a smother 

that just had to be seen to be believed. The ball actually slammed painfully into Matt’s throat but it was a 
small price to pay as the rebounding football was quickly swooped upon by best-on-ground centre-man 
Jamie Bell. Bellie (Belly? Bellee?) delivered the football to the classy Lachlan Stevens  who chipped it 
further to an unmarked Colby O’Brien enabling him to register his fourth invaluable goal for the match. 
Rupertswood still wouldn’t lie down and they scored another goal a few moments later, trimming our lead to 
an even two goals. A final goal by Will Paul at the 28-minute mark meant a 20-point lead was going to be 
well and truly enough. When Jamie Bell’s long-range attempt at the 30-minute mark missed to the left of the 
goal post it was time for the Old Geelong players and supporters to start bracing themselves for some very 
long-overdue celebrations. 
 
Fittingly, this 
game was 
similar to 
virtually all 
our matches 
this season, 
in that it was 
a fantastic 
team effort. 
As has been 
the case all 
year, Henry 
Legoe rucked 
superbly. Rovers Hugh McCarthy and Matt Vasey were quick, courageous and skilful.  Back-line players, 
Tom Betts, Sandy Makin, Charlie Fairbairn, Steve Lansdell and Jonny Malpas  all negated their 
opponents and gave us plenty of drive. Jimmy Paul saved his best for last as he played his best game for the 
year. Tom Fallaw, who took over the wing position from the injured Matt Goldsworthy, played a superb 
game full of smooth running, strong marking and quality disposal. Tommy Cannon, Vicko, Willy Paul, Nic 
Casboult and Ed Bayles provided the all-important mid-field grunt and all-out aggression needed to win a 
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Grand Final. Lachlan Stevens, Colby O’Brien, Rhett Parsons  and Diesel (David Kimpton) provided the 
forward class and finishing touches to complement the strong work from our midfielders. Diesel actually 
proved his versatility, playing a vital role late in the game when he was switched from full forward to full 
back. Last and most certainly not least was Dinga (Jamie Bell) who, with his second best-on-ground finals 
performance in a row, just showed what an out-and-out gun he is.” 
Best: J. Bell, E. Bayles, C. O’Brien, M. Vickers-Willis, T. Cannon, S. Lansdell  
Goal-kickers: C. O'Brien (4), W. Paul (3), E. Bayles, L. Stevens 
 
Players received their medals from John Bell, Vice President of the VAFA. In photos here, Ed Bayles, Jon 
Malpas , Jim Paul, and next page, Jamie Bell (no relation), Tom Betts , Henry Legoe , Hugh McCarthy. 
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RESERVES: 2005 GRAND FINAL 

Old Geelong  2-7  4-8  6-14  7.14 (56) defeated LaTrobe Uni   0-2  1-4  2-4  3-5 (23) 
From Simon O’Brien: 
“The Reserves met out in the middle of the Central Reserve on Saturday morning intent on erasing the 
memory of the past two Grand Final defeats and hopefully beginning what would prove to be a very special 

day for the Club. Coach Tekka Verge had 
been tipped to bring home the silverware to 
Club Como in the Amateur Footballer 
magazine (mind you, the column is written 
by one of his good mates. – Ed.), and by 
the look in his eye he was always going to 
achieve it. The boys moved into the rooms 
and it was pretty much business as usual, 
apart from a few extras in the rooms and a 
cameraman to boot. The boys got changed 
as Tekka read out the team and gave a few 
instructions and identified again some 
LaTrobe players we needed to keep an eye 

on (is Higgo asleep? – Ed.). It was not before long that Co-Captains Ben Symons and Cam Teague  were 
leading us onto the field. As with most weeks, Charlie "Lungs" Atkins  took us through our paces with 

the stretching, and running a few lane-work drills. The game was 
upon us and the OGS Reserves knew it was their time; the on-
ballers’ attack on the football from the bounce was relentless. Ben 
Symons continually presented himself across half forward and when 
not taking strong pack marks was fighting for the Sherrin on the 
ground. A running James Hope -Johnstone  goal towards the end of 
the quarter pushed the lads further in front. The OGS clearly 
dominated the first quarter and continually threatened the large 
sticks, only to have inaccurate kicking (nerves?) leave the game 
open. Verge asked for more intensity and for his charges to finish 
their work with scoreboard pressure.  
 
Starting the second, once again Ben Symons marked strongly in 
front of goals, 
only to squander 

the opportunity. In the midfield the likes of Bayne , 
Bayles, Betts  (Nick) and The Teague Connection (Cam 
and Lachlan) were clearly beating their LaTrobe 
counterparts, and if the ball were to venture into the back 
line, the likes of Cole , Makin and Slattery were repelling 
their attacks and providing the OGS more forward 
opportunities. The blue-and-white looked to have the 
game covered at half time but another half of hard football 
was required and pleaded for from the Technician.  
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A goal from Kempy after some swift movement from the midfield and 
Ben Symons (yes, again), edged the OGS closer to the first Reserves’ 
premiership since 1997, and when the team met at three-quarter time another effort to finish off the game and 
enjoy a championship was asked of the troops. Early 
in the last Chef Leishman (marking, right) was able to 
kick truly (a goal which has already grown in stature 
and is now claimed to have been booted from near 
the 70-metre mark, to sail through at post-top 
height). Whatever the exaggeration, it was a goal: 
resistance diminished and the boys were able to 
enjoy the final minutes knowing they had it won. 
The final siren sounded in what seemed the shortest 
quarter and the celebrations began, and, as of 
Wednesday afternoon, were yet to stop.  
 
Thanks must go to Michael Verge  who did a 
sterling job coaching the Old Geelong Reserves in a 
championship year; his more than willing and capable assistant in Michael Teague  was a godsend to the 
Club and his efforts both on and off the field will be remembered as he embarks on an overseas expedition. 
Seniors Premiership Coach Michael 
Lockman has done an outstanding job 
with the OGFC over the last three years 
and he has also played no small part in 
the success of the Reserves along with 
his assistants Danny Salter and Matt 
Edmonds. Peter Lemon, for signing up 
all the new players during the year, and 
his Boundary Umpiring, along with 
central umpires Barney, Davo, Brainy 
and Seymour all need to be thanked.” 
Best: B. Symons, L. Teague, C. Teague, N. 
Betts, T. Makin, A. Slattery.  
Goal-kickers: G. Leishman (2) N. Betts, J. Hope-Johnstone, N. Kemp, B. Symons, C. Teague. 
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                                A N D R E W     A S H T O N     P H O T O G R A P H Y 

Old Geelong Reserves: Premiers and Champions (undefeated) 2005 
 
AROUND THE CLUB 
The Premierships  on Saturday were the fifth for both our Firsts and for the Reserves. Previous victories 
were as follows: 
Firsts (started 1954)      Reserves (started 1963) 
D Section 1957, C Section 1958, D Section 1966,       D Section 1966, E Section 1988, E Section 1990 
E Section 1990       E Section 1997 
       
For the record, those who represented the Old Geelong Football Club last Saturday were as follows: 
Firsts:  Ed Bayles, Jamie Bell, Tom Betts, Nick Casboult, Tom Cannon, Tom Fallaw, Charles Fairbairn, 
Matt Goldsworthy, David Kimpton, Steve Lansdell, Henry Legoe, Sandy Makin, Jon Malpas, Hugh 
McCarthy, Colby O’Brien, James Paul, William Paul, 
Rhett Parsons, Lachlan Stevens, Matthew Vasey, Mark 
Vickers-Willis, and Marty White.   
     
Reserves: Charles Atkins, Tim Bayles, Nick Bayne, Nick 
Betts,  James Cole, Richard Herd, Adam Higgins, James 
Hope-Johnstone, Nik Kemp, George Leishman, Mark 
Leslie, Tavish Makin, James Morley, Simon O’Brien, 
Andrew Slattery, Matthew Strauch, Ben Symons, David 
Taylor, Cameron Teague, Lachlan Teague, Tom Waters, 
and David Youl. 
 
The 2005 D2 Section Team of the Year was published in the Amateur Footballer magazine last Saturday, 
with OGS’ players featuring well, namely Sandy Makin  (back pocket), Nick Casboult (forward pocket), 
Hugh McCarthy (rover), Mark Vickers -
Willis (2nd interchange) and Edward 
Bayles (4th interchange). (Also named as 
first interchange was a bloke with whom I 
work and who sometimes reads these 
notes, Peter Rawley from Ivanhoe 
Assumption: it’s wonderful to know that 
there are some people who can still be 
playing good football at the age of about 
46. – Ed.) 
 
We stated earlier that the footballing gods 
had not been smiling much on the Club in 
the lead-up to and during the Grand Final, 
but at least they didn’t bucket us completely.  For, towards the end of training last Thursday night, Will Paul 
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(see opening paragraph of these notes, see Matt Edmond’s match report, and see Firsts’ Goal-Kickers) was 
seen walking from the ground somewhat slowly and gingerly.  Seems he had slightly strained a hamstring, 
and by the following day felt that he would have to withdraw from the side: in the long run after lengthy 
discussions with the coach, he did take the field, but reckons he was “feeling all afternoon that the hammy 
was going to go completely at any moment”. It didn’t, thank goodness, and that perhaps made all the 
difference. 

 
Terrific work on occasions during the year on 
the part of the OGS backline. Rupertswood’s 
“gun” forward, who had kicked 8 the previous 
week to take his total for the year to 78, was 
held to just one goal last Saturday. And earlier 
in the season Charlie Fairbairn kept 
Peninsula’s mega-gun full forward, who 
finished up the season with 102, to nought 
goals and one goal respectively on the two 
times we met.  
 
On the other hand, perhaps the backline needs 
to lift its game (we can only assume it must 

have been all their fault), with five of Rupertswood’s six goals for the day coming from frees within 50 
metres, including all three they kicked in the third quarter.  At the other end of the ground, not one of OGS’ 
nine for the day came from a free. 
 
Quote of the day on Sunday from Nick Casboult, in his first year with the Club: “I’m an Ogger for life.” 

 
Weather forecast in the week leading 
up to the grand-finals varied from 
bloody awful to the end of the world, 
with driving rain, hail, sleet and raging 
winds all promised and on offer 
(visions of last year’s hyperthermic 
Reserves Grand Final came readily to 
mind).  As it turned out, after that hour 
or so of thunder, rain and lightning in 
the middle of Friday night, Saturday 
was in fact pretty reasonable. There 
was little wind, it was pleasantly mild, 
and the few showers probably helped 
our cause in the Firsts.  We referred in 
last week’s WebNotes© to 
Rupertswood’s ability to chip and 

move the ball quickly and effectively on a dry ground (every word in these notes 
is written with considered intent), and the reduction in speed last Saturday was 
probably to our advantage. 
 
Video Coverage of the games. Steve Hope -Imax-Johnstone  very kindly 
videoed both of the games last Saturday. After a few minor segments of grass 
growing (and nothing else), and of the sky overhead (artistic, but nothing else) 
are edited out, the result should be great. In addition both games were videoed 
professionally (well, the actual filming was done professionally : the commentary 
for the Reserves was done by Alex Southey and Russell Parkinson, 1988 
Reserves Premiership coach (right), so we’re not quite sure if the same description 
will apply to the audio ).  In the seniors it was largely Al  Munro with help from 
Will Fairbairn. (Spare a thought for Munners who was so much a part of the 
Club’s resurrection in 2003 and 2004, but who missed much of this season 
because of a cyst in the knee.)  With luck, the Club will advise shortly when 
copies of both of the above videos will be available, and at what price, and how they can be ordered. 
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A special award was made at the Presentation Day to Graeme Goldsworthy, in the form of a very large 
framed copy of the Club Photo which has been on the home page of the website for some weeks: with an 

inscription Old Geelong Football Club, 2005.  Thanks 
Graeme Goldy for keeping us alive. The wonderful 
contribution that Graeme has made to the Club over the 
past three years, and in particular this year in his organising 
of the hugely successful Club Golf Day, has been quite 
outstanding. Even the sea of OGFC scarves at the game last 
Saturday was testament to his work, and we can only say 
we are truly fortunate to have him involved with the Club. 

 
Reserves’ victory last Saturday came after 
successive Grand-Final losses in 2003 and 
2004: for those who went through the double 
pain but played last Saturday, the win must 
have been twice as sweet.  We think they were 
Tim Bayles, Nick Kemp, Mark Leslie , 
James Morley, Ben Symons  and David 
Taylor. 
 
On the subject of Nik Kemp, for a few 
minutes after the game on Saturday he was the 
one and only current playing member of the Club to have featured in two Premiership sides for the OGS, 
having also been a member of the Reserves team of 1997. But then at about 2.15pm Nik announced his 
retirement, so the number went right back to none.  Another stalwart of the Reserves also announcing his 
retirement was Matt Strauch. Mind you, in both cases, we understand that the coach of the Club 18 side is 
considering putting in a lucrative offer.  
 
The premiership last Saturday was Senior Coach Michael 
Lockman’s  third coaching success in nine years. (The other 
two were Colac in Victoria, and Geraldton in WA.)  He 
reckons that “Old Geelong was by far the hardest.” 
 
A number of good footballers and terrific clubmen missed 
out on playing last Saturday: some had played the majority 
of games for the year and it must have been bitterly 
disappointing for them not to have made it. We congratulate 
them on the great spirit in which they took the selectors’ 
decisions, and hope that they got as much out of the 
victories as those who participated. The list includes blokes like Greg 
Allen, Stewart McGowan, Jimmy O’Hare (who still came and ran water 
for the Reserves), Richard Ellis, Bryan Grills. John McCarthy and Tim 
Carey (who was Interchange Steward for the Reserves). 
 
With the exception of those new to the Club in 2005, everyone else will be 
aware of the formidable contribution made to the OGFC over many, many 
years by David Mims - in a number of roles including Secretary, Firsts’ 
Boundary Umpire and Reserves/Club 18 Central umpire. Etcetera. 
Etcetera. Etcetera. David moved to Mansfield to live about this time last 
year, leaving a hole in the Club’s experience and administration about the 
size of Wilpena Pound, but has been able to get down to Melbourne a few 
Saturdays this year to see the Club in action and to help out. Recently this 
has included running water for the Seniors in both the Second Semi and the Grand Final, along with his 

Goldy , right at PA’s with Steve Hope-Johnstone and Pru Hunter 

Reserves stalwarts Mango McGowan, Nik 
Kemp, James Morley 
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cousin and another Club legend Alexander Beetle 
Southey (“Abs” for short): it was great to see Mimsey so 
much a part of things in our Grand Final wins.   
 
And David’s elder brother Robert, also an administrator 
with the Club back in the 1960s and 1970s, was present 
at the games last Saturday. Rob has been confined to a 
wheelchair for some years and experiences considerable 
difficulty in communicating, but Dave advises that there 
was not the slightest doubt that Rob was absolutely 
thrilled with what he saw, and especially the results. 

 
Games Played for the Year, and cumulative updates.  These will have to wait until mid-October when the 
Editor gets back from overseas.  The Firsts played a total of 37 players in at least one game for the year, the 
Reserves 57. 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR BEST WISHES:  (1) BEFORE THE GAMES 
We mentioned last week the best wishes coming in from Terry Brown and from Barry Stoneham; a few 
more, most appreciated, included those which arrived from people such as those listed below.   
 
*From former player and President, John Manton, last Thursday: 
‘Dale, could you read this out to the boys tonight if you get a chance? Unfortunately I can't be there:  
 “To all OGS Committee, staff and players, congratulations on making it to both grand finals. The only thing 
you have done for the last 6 months is set your minimum standards that you act and perform. The OGS have 
not been in this position for many years and may not be for many to come. We have one opportunity and it is 
imperative that every single person at the Club takes the responsibility to do the right things right between 
now and the final siren on Saturday. We must walk away from Saturday with no regrets (if only we/I 
did????). 
  
I spent 9 years at Richmond, 6 years at the OGS as a player, and a further 8 years helping out in various 
roles, finishing as President last year. In all that time (23 yrs) I have been involved in one (1) Grand Final. 
The 1990 grand final win with the OGS was the greatest thrill I have ever had in football. I just want you 
guys to experience the same thing.”’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Manton (second left) pictured last Saturday at PA’s with other members of the 1990 Firsts Premiership Team, Gary Fawcett, 

Sam Furphy and Simon Bones (oh, and the Runner, Andrew Dawson) 
 
 

“Abs” Southey, left, and friends 
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* From John Manton’s uncle  up at the Big House with the tower, and a former player in the 1950s: “All sorts 
of good luck Oggs for the grand final. You deserve the premiership.  John Landy” 
 
* From Herald Sun sporting columnist and former player Jon 
Anderson (74 games, 1974-83), last Saturday:   
“To both sides, this Club needs more pennants and I couldn't 
think of two more deserving sides to bring a couple of flags to 
Como. Make sure it's a two-team celebration tonight. Jon 
Anderson.” 
 
*From that great friend of the Club, Ian Cover, on Thursday 
(after a round of  golf, presumably at Barwon Heads): 
“………Indeed, I had been talking about the OGS on the 
course as I was playing with former OGS star Will Evans  
(former OGS star!!!!!!  For Heaven’s sake see later note, Ian, 
and never believe everything you are told. -  Ed.). I also 
bumped into Graeme Goldsworthy at the course, so it was 
very much an OGS kind of day.  
 
Go OGS! CONGRATULATIONS to everyone at the OGS for reaching the Grand Final in both the seniors 
and reserves. Best wishes for a successful day and a fantastic start to the second half of the OGS century. As 
we say at The Coodabeens: "The premiership cups on Saturday -- BRING THEM BACK!!!" Cheers and all 
the best.  (Further Editorial comment re “OGS star, Will Evans”: unless there has been a major clerical 
error in the Club’s records, Will Evans played 1 game in 1989: we don’t actually remember the game, but he 
must have been sensational.)   
 
*And even from one of Ian Cover’s side-kicks: 
“Well done young OGS, I see you're in the Grand Final, mmm, what! In both grades. Splendid effort, mmm, 
what! Haven't heard of such a thing personally since I picked up two ribbons at the Royal Melbourne Show 
beef cattle competition in 1973. Tell you what, knock orf those chaps on Saturday and you can all come 
down to my property "Discipline Downs" at Peterborough and we'll roast one of those prize-winning 
Herefords from 73 on the spit! That's what I call prime aged beef. I'll even send a fleet of Range Rovers to 
pick you up!! Jolly good idea, what?! Now listen here young Lockman and your boys: You know what you 
need -- DISCIPLINE!!!!   Lots of DISCIPLINE!!!!   Yours (with discipline) Peter from Peterborough” 

 
*From 1966 Firsts Premiership Coach, 
and the longest serving coach in the 
Club’s history, Peter Scott (furthest 
left, seen photographed after the 
Second Semi. Others in the photo are 
100-game players Sandy Gilbert and 
Deryk Stephens, Captain 1963). 
 
*From Ben Dunn, the Reserves coach 
of 2003 and 2004 (they only lost about 
five games in two seasons), who, 
someone suggested, managed to ring 
right in the middle the Mick Verge’s 
pre-match address. There is no truth in 

the rumour that Verga forgot where he’d got to in his speech and had to start all over again. 
 
(2) AND RECEIVED AFTER THE GAMES  
*From Peregrine Adventures’ Thailand Manager Mark Robson, in Bangkok on Monday: 
“Must have been a fantastic weekend, congratulations to all those involved, great to see the OGGERS 
prospering. Hope the head’s not too sore after all the celebrations. Mate, really sorry to hear that Stinch 
wasn’t part of the team, I have always had a great deal of respect for him on and off the field, I bet he was 
disappointed not to be out there mixing it with the boys. Asia Cup was held up here over the weekend, in 
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Manila, unfortunately the Thailand Tigers only won two of the four games; however another OGGER wa s 
involved in the comp, playing for the eventual winner – the Singapore Wombats, namely Paul Ronchi.” (92 
OGS games 1992-99 – Ed.) 
 
*On Monday: from past player (113 games, 1976-83), former administrator, and one of the Club’s greatest 
supporters, Sandy Hunter (photographed 
far right along with Ed Bayles, Lachie 
Teague , Peter Clarke  and Robbie Hunter 
after the Second Semi): 
“Morning Pete, What a red-letter day for 
the Club - congratulations to you for all 
your efforts producing a sensational year - 
a flag is a rare achievement, let alone two, 
especially when achieved under adversity. 
You have all worked hard, all year so bask 
in the glory!!  You have no idea how much 
enjoyment your web newsletters generate, 
and the goodwill they foster for the club is invaluable. Hopefully this year will generate the enthusiasm for a 
repeat performance next year!  Trust Sunday at Como went well - I reckon I could almost retire on Saturday 
night's takings at PA's!!” 
 
And the following also appeared in the Stonnington Leader on Tuesday: 
“Oggers celebrate double :  Old Geelong celebrated with double strength after its seniors and reserves won 
VAFA D2 Section Premierships on Saturday at Central Reserve in Waverley. It was the first senior flag for 
the Como Park-based club in 15 years. The minor premiers, who dropped just one game, defeated 
Rupertswood, by 21 
points. Co-captain Chris 
Stinchcombe , who didn’t 
come up from a cracked 
foot, was replaced by 
Tom Betts . The forward 
was used as a big man in 
defence and he did well in 
his stopping role. Back 
pocket Steven Landswell 
(we think they meant 
Lansdell – Ed.) won the 
Fellows Medallist 
(presented by the VAFA – 
Ed.) for quelling 
explosive-forward Daniel 
Burrows, who had hurt the Oggers in their three previous meetings.” 
 
The Club’s Presentation Day  
This took place last Sunday. Some will 
remember little of the day, a few will remember 
nothing, and The Editor is pleased that he left at 
a respectable time. The day was extremely well 
supported, and we thank those who did so much 
to ensure that it went so well, including Hamish 
Browning and Lachie Stevens . Trophies 
presented are as shown on the home page of the 
website. We add a couple of comments as 
follows:  
 
 
 

Steven Landfill, sort of left of centre, after his award is announced 
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Tunrnbull Trophy for Club Best-and-Fairest:  
The competition for the most outstanding acknowledgement which the Club can give, especially in a 

Premiership Year, was considerable, with a number of 
highly talented players in contention. In the finish it was 
two consecutive Best-on-Ground performances by Jamie 
Bell (left) (120) in the finals which nudged him in front of 
Nick Casboult (117) who also had an outstanding year. 
Others to poll strongly were Charlie Fairbairn (99), 
Will Paul (95), Mark Vickers -Wills (94), Hugh 
McCarthy (86), Steve Lansdell (80), Marty White (73), 
Ed Bayles (55) and Henry Legoe (54). 
 
Top voting for the Reserves was as follows: 
Cam Teague  (102); Ben Symonds  (87); Matt Strauch 
(80), Andrew Slattery (80), Richie Herd (76), Charles 

Atkins  (68), Tim Bayles (67); Dave Taylor (62), Adam Higgins  (60), and Tom Waters (60). 
 
Goal kicking Awards: Colby O'Brien  - booted 52 for the season, George Leishman 48. (Well done on the 
ton, boys. – Ed.) 
 
Best Clubman: Jimmy Legoe.  (Photographed centre, with Will Paul and Steven Landcare.) In a year 
dogged by ill-health, Jim captained the Club 18, set up and conducted the Club Football Tipping 

Competition for the third year in a row (you try 
getting money out of Dougal McInnes), worked 
tirelessly with the establishing and maintaining of 
the new website, and wrote/collated the Weekly 
Webnotes during the times when The Editor was 
in Botswana. 
 
Results from the Reverse Raffle were as 
follows:  
1st ticket out #129 Ben Stewart ($500); 10th-last 
ticket out #122 Skye MacKinnon ($100); 9th last #53 
Nick Betts  ($100); 8th last #59 Nick Bayne ($100); 
7th last #21 John Manton ($100); 6th last #123 John 
Paul ($100); 5th last #88 Dale Fraser & Barrell 
($100); 4th last #47 George Leishman ($200); 3rd 

last #13 Jon Malpas ($700); 2nd last #134 Tom Seymour & Ben Collins  ($1000); Last #43 Di Teague ($5000). 
 

                  (This photo has nothing to do with the Presentation Day but is used to fill in a gap.) 
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Cam Teague – Reserves B & F: photos of the  
Reserves premiership of 1990 are in the background.  
==================================================================================== 
 
FROM HERE AND THERE 
We congratulate Mike Stevens  and Vicki Stevens  (Lachie ’s parents) on making it down from NSW for two 
matches in a row to watch Lachie play – without Lachie managing to tear a hamstring or wrench a shoulder 
in the process: a rare occurrence going much against the trend, and perhaps a Vital Result for the OGS. 
 
For a number of people on Saturday, just possibly including the Editor, last Saturday was one of the more 
stressful days  of their life. Pretty bloody tough when you only have about 20 minutes to celebrate the 
Reserves’ fine win before you have to go back out and start going through the whole thing all over again 
with the Firsts. (Especially as the scoreboard by then had the opposition leading 0-5 to OGS yet-to-score, and 
Marty White already lying on the ground by the coach’s box, his ankle encased in ice packs and gone for 
the day.) 
 
Heard an interesting report on the radio last 
Sunday morning, stating how impressed the 
Senior umpires had been last Saturday with the 
size and behaviour of the Old Geelong crowd, 
and especially the turn-out of the girls 
supporting the OGS. (That was nothing – 
perhaps the umps should have joined us later on 
back at PA’s. – Ed.) 
 
We mentioned that Dale Fraser time-kept for 
both games on Saturday, and apparently spent 
plenty of that time taking phone calls from a 
number of past players, including a heap who had families on school holidays out of Melbourne (including 
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such famous OGFC names as Brocksopp, Jackson, Winter, Dickson, McDonald).  And then there was 
past player Boyd Carter (2 games 1979 and both of them terrible) who kept on ringing up during the 
matches: apparently reckoned it was cheaper than paying $10 to go to the game. 
 

Chris Reilly from our sponsors PA’s , and the site of the celebrations on 
Saturday night, has said what a great bunch of people the OGS players and 
supporters are.  The pub was totally packed to the 
gunnels and way beyond, and it is rumoured that 
the bar and meal takings for the night were an all-
time record. We understand that PA’s have 
already committed to sponsor the Club again next 
year.  (If there had been any doubt about it, the 
return of most of the playing group and quite a 

number of officials and supporters there for varying periods on Monday probably 
clinched the deal.  And it might explain how it came to pass that our Most 

Improved Player for the year had his 
trophy run over by a tram in Church 
Street! As the Club forked out $1395 for 
this year’s trophies, Charlie, you can either take yours to a 
blacksmith or an iron foundry and get it beaten back into shape, or 
you can buy yourself another one.) 
 
Last Saturday night was the night The OGS took over PA's. Every 
room was full to the brim with OGS.  Other patrons were either 
forced out or simply joined in the party. It was great to see many 

faces not seen down at the Club for 
many years.  At one point Club 18 coach 
Moose Edgar can remember space 
being at such a premium that several 
OGS were forced to seek drinking space 
in what became known as the OGS 
(PA's) High Bar.  This in actual fact 
was four chairs on top of the cupboard in 
the hallway to the men’s washrooms!   
 
When Chris Stinchcombe’s foot went 
on him completely on the Thursday 
evening before the grand final, it only 
took him a couple of minutes to locate a pair of crutches: seems that John Teague  has been leaving sets of 
crutches here, there, and everywhere since his knee reconstruction a few weeks ago. (You were right, Mark 
Robbo, the look on Stincha’s face was one of total devastation.) 
 
We’re trying to work out who came from furthest a-field for the games last 
Saturday: at this stage the winner appears to be past player Jamie Ogilvie (right), 
(96 games, 1976-82) who flew over from Perth on the Friday, and back on the 
Sunday. 
 
We’ve commented on the spate of injuries leading up to and during the G-F.  
Lucky we don’t have to add about ten broken bones in the hand, wrist and 
forearm to Marty White’s  ankle: poor bloke was so upset after he was carried 
off in the first quarter that he slammed his fist straight through the back of the 
coach’s box. (If anyone from the Mazenod Football Club – it was their home 
ground – reads these notes, the OGFC will pay for the repairs.) 
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Did it swing things? – Last year Sal Bayles, mother of Timothy and Edward, missed the Reserves’ Grand 
Final because she was judging Hereford cows somewhere in South Australia. This year she refused a request 
made six months ago to do likewise on our Grand Final day, and then declined another, repeated, desperate, 
request made of her just a few days ago. Result clearly is that the OGS had two victories, but that the 
standard of cattle judging in South Australia is rumoured to have started on a period of disturbing decline. 
 
As reported earlier, Will Paul played with a hamstring strain 
that he received on Thursday night’s training before the Grand 
Final. It would have been awful luck for the three-time Club 
Champion to miss out on his biggest (and possibly last?) game 
for the Club. Even on the morning of the game he was 
seriously doubtful if he could take part. Apparently, all of this 
worry about the injury put Will in a less-than-happy mood as 
was evident when he went out for a family dinner with his two 
brothers, Jim and Tom and their dad John on the eve of the 
big game. Will was apparently so grumpy that he demanded 
they leave the restaurant because he didn’t like anything on the 
menu. Jim, Tom and their dad quickly realised there was no 
choice other than to quietly but urgently find another 
restaurant more to the temperamental, injured star’s liking. 
 
Geelong Football Club often comments on the number of gun players they get out of St Josephs  school 
and/or football club in Geelong, referring to it as Geelong’s “breeding-ground” of AFL footballers. (See 
Barry Stoneham, Mick Mansfield, Cameron Ling, Mark Neeld, et al.) It seems as though a similar 
connection between St Josephs Football Club and Old 
Geelong Football Club exists in 2005. Four of the five senior 
award winners from this year have each played at St Josephs 
Football Club at some stage, age and level in recent years. 
Those being - Jamie Bell (Club B & F and Best Finals 
Player), Marty White (Most Consistent), Colby O’Brien 
(Best First Year Player and Leading Goalkicker) and Charlie 
Fairbairn (Most Improved and third in the Club B & F).  It 
looks like St Joseph’s is fast-becoming the new “breeding-
ground” for key players at The Oggery now too. 
 
Over the previous few years we’ve seen Tavish Makin’s dad 
following and photographing Tav in a procession of South 
Yarra Cricket Club Grand-Final losses, to say nothing of a 
couple of OGS Reserves’ ones as well. So it was a great 
change for him to pick up Tav’s Reserves Grand-Final win, 
and Sandy Makin’s Firsts victory about three hours later. Only trouble is that dad had run out of film with 
the ending of the Reserves.  (Perhaps the shot, right, will help.) 

It was a totally packed house 
for the presentations after the 
game: nice to see the smiles on 
so many faces, including Kath 
Bell (in green) who was trying 
to get into more photos than 
anyone else in these notes (see 
also pages 3, 4 and 5). And 
nice to see young Magnus 
Howells  (aged 2) and Jack 
DeSteiger (also aged 2) 
leading the cheer squad at the 
front.  
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We understand that the Club got a solid mention from The Coodabeens  last Saturday morning on Radio 
774, probably whilst the Reserves were in action.  Perhaps when OGFC Treasurer Mike Gretton-Watson, 
who is also a Committeeman of the Peterborough Golf Club, is next down that way he could check up to see 
if the OGS have done well enough in the eyes of the locals. 
 
We have no argument with the award of 
Most Improved Player this year, but a 
couple of others must also have been in 
contention. These include Henry Legoe , 
but it would probably have been a bit 
insulting for him to win the Award on 
three occasions. (Hard to believe it, but he 
started his career at the OGS rather 
tenuously in the Ressies, about four years 
ago.) 
 
Beaten before you start?  Backman-
stalwart of the Reserves James Morley 
lined up last Saturday on a LaTrobe 
player, who in turn had faced and been 
beaten pointless by head-shaven Mango McGowan on the two occasions our clubs had met during the 
season.  Apparently, the La Trobe player sort-of-hopefully enquired if the bald-headed player for OGS was 
out injured, and Morls truthfully replied that he wasn’t, it just hadn’t been possible to fit Mango into the side.  
At which the La Trobe player was heard to mutter  “Oh, sh*t…..” 
 
It was roughly the equivalent of getting a man on the moon, and back, but we actually got all our senior 
players wearing the same jumper number as was listed in the Amateur Footballer magazine last Saturday  
(why is Jon Malpas  over 20 numbers higher than anyone else in the Seniors?).  
 
And even more dramatically and unlikely, we had all but three correct in the Reserves. The Club will be 
fined for these discrepancies, but whilst AFL talent scouts looking for Andrew Slattery, Dave Youl and 
Tavish Makin would have been desperately disappointed in not being able to find them, there was probably 
no great harm done.  
 
On the subject of Dave Youl: great comeback from injury, great recovery, that.  We’re just wondering what 
form the final fitness-test took. 

 
After the end of the game last Saturday, Barry Lansdell, Steve’s Dad, inserted a couple of stiches in a cut in 
Jimmy Paul’s hand (he - Barry: we’re not sure about Jimi - felt no pain). It’s the first time we’ve had an eye 
surgeon doing the honours at OGS since the late Dr. Fred Fenton in the late 1960s and early 70s, and we’re 
wondering if Barry also carries a bottle of medicinal whiskey in his gear. 
 



 19 

We have noted the never-ending changes of hair styles and colouring presented by Ed Bayles on match days 
during the course of the season: seems that in yet another 
attempt to confuse the opposition Ed this time had his hair 
all but removed by that well-known hair styliste from the 
Geelong Football Club, Henry Playfair.  Thought you’d 
get away with it didn’t you, Ed, except for one minor 
problem, there’s always the number on your back! 
 
We also understand that Tommy Cannon has gone the 
same way and worse since the end of the game (no, that’s 
not him featured in the next photo below, but there is a 

resemblance) in what is widely being regarded as an attempt to deceive and 
elude the authoritie s.  (What a great end to the season Tom had – dropped to 
the Reserves half way into the year, he returned to the Firsts but still was 
endangered by the impending return of a number of good but injured players.  However, he held his place 
and acquitted himself really well, and was named in the Best Six last Saturday.) 
 
The round head in the foreground of the photo 
opposite in fact belongs to John Stephen, Captain of 
the Club in 1960, 1961 and 1962, Coach in 1960, and 
Best and Fairest in 1960. It was great to see a number 
of people from the Club’s earlier years at the games: 
we hope you enjoyed them. 
 
===================================== 
 
 
 
And almost finally, we’d like to thank an anonymous contributor for the following thoughts on last Saturday: 
 

Reflections of a Dual Premiership 
    (Rantings of a Hung-over Supporter) 
 
Reserves:  “The defining moment came early and it was in fact from Co-Captain, Ben Symons , who had 
told me after the last home-and-away game, against Rupertswood, in a quiet moment and with a steely glare, 
that he (we) would not let another Grand Final loss happen – he was true to his word. 
 
In the opening play of the day, the ball was cleared from the centre and driven to centre-half-forward where 
Symmo backed into a pack of players and, having failed to mark the ball (this time), was the first to recover 
and lay a bone-crunching tackle on some unsuspecting LaTrobe crumber who got up very slowly thinking 

“hell, this is a final”.  Big Ben then followed up with the 
same, backing into the pack to mark on the goal line. 
 
He had imposed himself on the game and set the tone for the 
day. 
 
His example was then followed by the entire team.  It was 
ably led by other Co-Captain, Cam Teague , who had a point 
to prove and did it beautifully – along with senior players 
Lachie Teague , Nick Betts , Nick Bayne  and “I’m back”, 

James “Dinnersuit” Hope -Johnstone  – who between them laid more tackles and had more hard-ball gets 
than the whole LaTrobe team. 
 
It was a year to savour – new coach Verge has set a standard that all in football aspire to – An Undefeated 
Season.  The Grand Final scoreboard does not reflect our dominance except if you realise that we had 21 
shots to a miserable 8 on the day, and our defence team had the lowest season score kicked against them in 

Final Siren  Andrew Ashton 
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the VAFA - for the year, and on the day.  It was so quiet down back that Tav Makin wanted of cup of tea at 
¾ time. (For him, an unusual selection of drinks. – Ed.) 
 
Our midfield wasn’t beaten all year and their ability to feed quality ball to our very talented forwards in 
Higgo, Chef Leishman and Nicky Betts , along with lots of other options in Obby, Lezzo, Chugga Atkins , 
and Tom Waters – was terrific. 

The team showed their courage and character and also showed 
that they had learnt from previous defeats plus a solid work-out 
from Rupertswood in the second semi.” 
============================================= 
Firsts : “The true colour and character of the OGS group was no 
better seen than after and despite losing runners Goldy and 
Whitey and then big ruckman Henry Legoe , the Seniors stood 
tall - when they could have packed up shop and said, it’s not 
our day. 
 

My defining moment in the senior win was mid-way through the last quarter, when Rupertswood, 
with a full contingent, and running like winners, had thrown everything at us but were still just 
behind.  Someone had to do something special, and true to form, Willie Paul kicked a blinder, left-
foot goal off the boundary – it was brilliant! Not to take anything away from the rest of the side, 
who had worked their guts out all day and not shirked one issue, but this goal was a, the, defining 
moment.  We grew wings and knew then we could and would win.  They slumped, they were 
spent, and we were flying.  It was a magic moment which encapsulated what I thought was the best 
win of any OGS side this year, and we had done it when it mattered most.  

 
We looked like a broken side when we collected our medals. Kris Daff with a busted face; Stincher, 
Whitey and Goldy all on crutches.  Henry with an ankle you couldn’t put a thong on, and yet, despite all of 
that, we had triumphed in adversity and proved that Michael Lockman’s strong character was carried by a 
side that I know he is very proud of – and deservedly so.  We, everyone who has ever played for the Club, 
who has ever supported it, who has ever worked for it on or off the field, are proud of you Michael: thank 
you, from us all.” 
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We have just about hit the wall capacity-wise with these notes – they were not compiled in an afternoon: 
Matt Vasey also kindly sent us some of his thoughts on the day most of which will have to be held over unto 
the next edition, but he did comment: 
“On a personal note I just want to thank all players, coaches and support personnel at the OGS for the most 
enjoyable year of football I have ever played. We are the best, and we have the medals to prove it!!!” 
============================================================================= 
 
We hope that these notes will provide a fitting memento and reminder of two Premierships and the most 
successful season the Club has ever had.  (There is more material which will be posted on the web in due 
course.  It is also hoped to scan all photos we have onto CDs for those wanting a copy, and in addition, it has 
been suggested that a compilation of all this year’s WebNotes© be printed, bound and sold as a further record 
of the season (this would clearly depend on cost). It is also planned to make team photos available for sale in 
due course: due to Michael Lockman poking his tongue out at Mark Vickers -Willis  in one of the team 
pictures and therefore ruined it,  it will have to be first manipulated and corrected.   
 
Photos unless otherwise credited were taken by Peter Lemon.   
 
In coming weeks, there will hopefully be further information placed on the site in relation to matters such as 
the Club’s Annual Meeting (which is usually held in November), coaching for next year, and other plans. If 
past procedure is followed, the Club will be presented with its two flags at Annual Meeting of the VAFA in 
early December. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


